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Shell Middens are 
archaeological sites 
typically found in 
riverine and coastal 
areas in Oregon.



Occurrence of Archaeological SitesOccurrence of Archaeological Sites
�� Archaeological sites Archaeological sites 

typically occur on typically occur on 
wellwell--drained land drained land 
near freshwater near freshwater 
resources.resources.

�� Archaeological sites Archaeological sites 
may also occur may also occur 
further inland, where further inland, where 
older freshwater older freshwater 
resources may have resources may have 
existed.existed.



What is the State Historic Preservation What is the State Historic Preservation 
Office?Office?

�� The State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO)The State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) administers administers 
the national historic preservation program at the State level, the national historic preservation program at the State level, 
reviews National Register of Historic Places nominations, reviews National Register of Historic Places nominations, 
maintains data on historic properties that have been identified maintains data on historic properties that have been identified 
but not yet nominated, and consults with Federal agencies but not yet nominated, and consults with Federal agencies 
during Section 106 review. The State Historic Preservation during Section 106 review. The State Historic Preservation 
Officer is designated by the governor of their respective State Officer is designated by the governor of their respective State 
or territory. or territory. 

�� Federal agencies seek the views of the appropriate State Federal agencies seek the views of the appropriate State 
Historic Preservation Officer when identifying historic Historic Preservation Officer when identifying historic 
properties and assessing effects of an undertaking on historic properties and assessing effects of an undertaking on historic 
properties.properties. Agencies also consult with them when developing Agencies also consult with them when developing 
Memoranda of Agreement. Memoranda of Agreement. 



What does SHPO do?What does SHPO do?
�� Locate and record historic resources; Locate and record historic resources; 
�� Nominate significant historic resources to the National RegisterNominate significant historic resources to the National Register of Historic of Historic 

Places; Places; 
�� Foster historic preservation programs at the local government leFoster historic preservation programs at the local government level and the vel and the 

creation of preservation ordinances; creation of preservation ordinances; 
�� Provide funds for preservation activities; Provide funds for preservation activities; 
�� Comment on projects under consideration for the federal historicComment on projects under consideration for the federal historic

preservation tax incentive; preservation tax incentive; 
�� Review all federal projects for their impact on historic propertReview all federal projects for their impact on historic properties in ies in 

accordance with Section 106 of the Act and the regulations of thaccordance with Section 106 of the Act and the regulations of the Advisory e Advisory 
Council on Historic Preservation; and Council on Historic Preservation; and 

�� Provide technical assistance on rehabilitation projects and otheProvide technical assistance on rehabilitation projects and other r 
preservation activities to federal agencies, state and local govpreservation activities to federal agencies, state and local governments, and ernments, and 
the private sector. the private sector. 



Where are the SHPOs located?Where are the SHPOs located?

State Information and SHPO ListState Information and SHPO List
Click on any of the states below to view information on the StatClick on any of the states below to view information on the State Preservation Offices or e Preservation Offices or 

click click herehere to view the entire list.to view the entire list.

You can discover where your state’s SHPO is located by accessing:
http://www.ncshpo.org/stateinfolist/



When would you contact SHPO?When would you contact SHPO?

� Any emergency response/clean up action involving 
ground-disturbing activities along major rivers.  

�� When the clean up area, including temporary When the clean up area, including temporary 
placement of contaminated soils, staging areas, and placement of contaminated soils, staging areas, and 
areas with heavy equipment traffic extends onto land.areas with heavy equipment traffic extends onto land.

� When the emergency response/clean up action 
involves ground-disturbing activities of a reasonable 
amount (e.g., not just one shovel full of dirt)



How do you contact SHPO?How do you contact SHPO?
National Conference of Historic Preservation Officers

http://www.ncshpo.org/

http://www.uiowa.edu/~osa/nasa/



EMERGENCY RESPONSE FOR EMERGENCY RESPONSE FOR 
OREGON STATE HISTORIC OREGON STATE HISTORIC 

PRESERVATION OFFICE (SHPO)PRESERVATION OFFICE (SHPO)
WHEN TO CALL?

•When the emergency response/clean up action involves ground-disturbing activities of a reasonable amount 
(e.g., not just one shovel full of dirt)
•Any emergency response/clean up action involving ground-disturbing activities along major rivers, especially 
the Columbia River.

WHO TO CALL?

Primary contact: Dennis Griffin, State Archaeologist
Office phone (503) 986-0674 M-F 7:30-4:30   Email: Dennis.Griffin@state.or.us
Home phone (541) 738-2125 after hours Fax (503) 986-0793

Secondary contact: Susan Lynn White, Asst. State Archaeologist
Office phone (503) 986-0675 M-F 7:30-4:30   Email: Susan.White@state.or.us
Home phone (503) 286-3263 and Cell phone (971) 322-5975 after hours     Fax (503) 986-0793
**NOTE:  Emails are not accepted as notification, **NOTE:  Emails are not accepted as notification, only phone calls are acceptedonly phone calls are accepted..

INFORMATION NEEDED FOR NOTIFICATION CALL

1. Area of Emergency- Township, Range, and Section (from USGS topographic maps) or Latitude and 
Longitude coordinates.  As much information about the emergency area, e.g., terrain, size of spill area, 
etc.

2. Type of Emergency/Contamination- Type of contaminant (e.g., type of solid, chemical, or gas, toxic vs. 
non-toxic), amount of contaminant spilt, how much ground disturbance will occur for spill and staging 
areas.

3. Time Estimate for Emergency Response- Will the emergency response occur in minutes, hours, or days.  
How soon will the spill be cleaned up?

4. All Agencies involved and one Contact Person



Why would you contact SHPO?Why would you contact SHPO?

�� Case StudyCase Study--

Emergency Response at the Crates Point Emergency Response at the Crates Point 
Archaeological Site (35WS221)Archaeological Site (35WS221)



The Crates Point DerailmentThe Crates Point Derailment
January 9, 2003 January 9, 2003 -- Columbia River Gorge NSAColumbia River Gorge NSA

��









Hazardous SubstanceHazardous Substance-- Phenol CarPhenol Car



















We call this “site in a dump We call this “site in a dump trucktruck””





















Programmatic Agreement on 
Protection Of Historic Properties 
During Emergency Response 
Under the National Oil and 
Hazardous Substances Pollution
Contingency Plan  (1998)



Summary of Federal and Oregon State Summary of Federal and Oregon State 
Cultural Resources RegulationsCultural Resources Regulations

�� Oregon law provides Oregon law provides 
protection for protection for 
archaeological sites on archaeological sites on 
both public and private both public and private 
lands.lands.

�� Oregon law requires a Oregon law requires a 
permit to excavate a permit to excavate a 
known site or conduct known site or conduct 
exploratory excavation on exploratory excavation on 
public lands.public lands.

�� In Oregon an excavation In Oregon an excavation 
permit is required on permit is required on 
private land only in known private land only in known 
site.site.

�� Federal laws require Federal laws require 
agencies to take into agencies to take into 
account the effects of their account the effects of their 
activities and programs on activities and programs on 
archaeological and archaeological and 
cultural sites. cultural sites. 

�� Tribal consultation is Tribal consultation is 
considered part of most considered part of most 
project’s review process project’s review process 
for both state and federal for both state and federal 
laws.laws.



Oregon State Cultural Resources Oregon State Cultural Resources 
RegulationsRegulations

�� Indian Graves and Protected Objects (ORS 97.740Indian Graves and Protected Objects (ORS 97.740--
97.760)97.760)

�� Archaeological Objects and Sites (ORS 358.905Archaeological Objects and Sites (ORS 358.905--
358.955)358.955)

�� Permit and Conditions for Archaeological Excavation Permit and Conditions for Archaeological Excavation 
(ORS 390.235)(ORS 390.235)

�� Administrative Rules for Applying for an Administrative Rules for Applying for an 
Archaeological Permit to Excavate a Site (OAR 736Archaeological Permit to Excavate a Site (OAR 736--
051051--0080 to 0080 to --0090)0090)



Primary Federal Cultural Resources Primary Federal Cultural Resources 
RegulationsRegulations

�� Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act 
(NHPA) of 1966, amended through 2000(NHPA) of 1966, amended through 2000

�� National Environment Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA)National Environment Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA)
�� Archeological and Resource Protection Act (ARPA)Archeological and Resource Protection Act (ARPA)
�� Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation 

Act of 1990 (NAGPRA)Act of 1990 (NAGPRA)



Oregon SHPO Review ProcessOregon SHPO Review Process

�� SHPO houses a statewide GIS database of known SHPO houses a statewide GIS database of known 
archaeological sites in Oregon (30,000+).archaeological sites in Oregon (30,000+).

�� Library of approximately 20,000 previous Library of approximately 20,000 previous 
investigations on file and accessible to qualified investigations on file and accessible to qualified 
researchers.researchers.

�� Reviews state and federal projects for potential Reviews state and federal projects for potential 
effects on proposed projects (>3,000 annually).effects on proposed projects (>3,000 annually).



Arc GIS database 
showing Master 
Digitized data & New 
data being entered



Oregon SHPO Archaeological Services WebsiteOregon SHPO Archaeological Services Website

�� Arch. Records mgmtArch. Records mgmt..--
databases for reports, obsidian databases for reports, obsidian 
sources, and radiocarbon sources, and radiocarbon 
databasesdatabases

�� Policies and proceduresPolicies and procedures for for 
Cultural Resource Mgmt., Arch. Cultural Resource Mgmt., Arch. 
Sites and isolates, Excavation Sites and isolates, Excavation 
Permits, and Permits, and 
Laws/rules/regulationsLaws/rules/regulations

�� Laws/rules/regulationsLaws/rules/regulations includes includes 
both state and federal regulations both state and federal regulations 
regarding archaeological regarding archaeological 
resourcesresources

�� Tribal ContactsTribal Contacts
�� SHPO Contact InformationSHPO Contact Information
�� http://www.oregon.gov/OPRD/HCD/ARCHhttp://www.oregon.gov/OPRD/HCD/ARCH//


